How to create properly punctuated, interesting dialogue for characters:

1.  Each time a new person speaks, begin a new paragraph.

2.  Begin with quote.  THEN add tag:


“My tooth is loose!” I shouted.


    (quote)

 (tag)


NO:
Daddy said, “Be careful.”


YES: 
“Be careful,” Daddy said.

You don’t have to begin with the quote every time, but remember that the quote is much more interesting than the tag.  Starting with the quote emphasizes the words rather than said Johnny or replied Mom.

3.  When you tag a quote, use interesting verbs and vary the. Don’t just keep using “said,” and “asked.”  Also, you can replace “said” and “asked” with an action or movement that is associated with or a result of what the character says:


“I won’t be back,” Alex snarled.


“My tooth falls out?” I sniffed.

4.  Once you have established who is speaking, you don’t need to “tag” every quote.  The tags are the least interesting part of the story.  Leave out any that don’t add clarity or action to the story.

“So I won’t have to eat mushy bugs and grow spines on my back?"


“No, of course not.”


“Hooray!”  

5.  When you introduce a quote, use a comma.  If the quote begins a complete thought (sentence), capitalize the first word of the quote.  Space after the comma, NOT between the quotation mark and the first letter of the quote.


Johnny mumbled, “Yeah, it just falls out.”


Johnny snickered, ”Soon all of your teeth will fall out.”

6.  When the tag comes after a quote that is a complete thought (complete sentence) use a COMMA at the end of the quote and place the period after the tag.  NOTE:  commas and periods go INSIDE quotation marks.


“It just falls out,” Johnny mumbled.


“There is no such thing as a Globolibber,” Mom assured me.

7.  If what is in the quotes is a question or an exclamation, place the question mark or exclamation point inside the quotes, add the tag, and end with a period.


“My tooth falls out?” I asked.


“I don’t want to be a Globolibber!” I cried.

8.  If you begin a quote and then add the tag in the middle, before the quoted material comes to the end of a complete thought, use commas on either side, and DON’t capitalize the beginning of the second part of the quote.


“Honey,” Mom smiled, “you aren’t going to become a Globolibber.”


“When you come home,” Gloria reminded, “be sure to wipe your feet.”

9.   No tags.  Explanatory material between quotes.  Use periods inside quotes.


“It isn’t mine.”  Mary then told Dickon everything. “They’re letting it die.” 


“”That was quite a story.”  Dad shook his head and started toward the stairs. “I hope never to hear it again.”

10.  Place explanatory material in the same paragraph with the character and his or her quotes:


“Everybody’s teeth fall out,” Mom reassured me.  She continued to iron and watch TV, not paying  any more attention to Johnny’s foolishness.


Relieved, I walked up the stairs. “I’ll teach Johnny to tease me,” I grinned cunningly.  I pulled out my crayons and began to mash up the gray one.

